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'I1'ml< os ..sr.', 1%2

ings h..,c nO, y<:' !>un ou,<.I.,td; but Mul,l.mm""r. follOw." h".
in course of tim. <.I",'.lopet! <.Icvic", ...·hid, ju"i~td ,he out<.lating
of much of hi. )"8i,l .. ion,

First among th~ <.Ic"i"", ...... h.dilh (!tadi/h, trad"ion).•
record of deed. a.nibrd 10 M..l).mmad in hi' non·proph.tic ca·
~ity, or 01 word. pUt in hi. moulh. Hadi'h btcalt\l: ncx' to ,he
Konn II,C most potcn' [or"" in thc Ii.,.. of ""Iicvtr.. and at lim••
contradicted.•'·cn nulli~ed. 'hc tuching of 'hc Konn. Thus
Mul,lammad thc man w•• u5Cd by hi' congregation to undo ""hat
~Jubamm.d ,h. prophet h.d don•. Th. Kor.n i. empha'ic in its
in.i".n"" 'hat Mul)amm.d wa. a hum.n being. who performed
..... miracl .. bu, ""'ed ,imply", x ,'.hide through which the
incomparable. in;mit>ble. miraculou. Konn. originally I'r....,-v.d
,n ,h. ",'cnth h....cn. was r..... lcd to mankind. In thi> rtsp«'
Mul)ammad corresponds to ,he Virgin ~hry. the Koran to ChriSt.
The Koran .hould not be touched ucCpt in a ...tC of legal pUI.
i,y. It 'hould ....'cr "" misquoted. The ,·cncr.,;on accorded it i.
thc countcrp>rt of that accorded ,he hoot in ,h. Roman Catholic
.ys'cm. Hu, Mul,lammatl', folio........ bts,o""w On ,hc founder of
'heir faith gcnc:rou,ly ",'hat th. Kor.n dcnied him. A<;cording '0
acrcpted hadith•• for .umplc. in 0"" of hi' early ballies.•1·
Khandaq (the ditch). ""aT Medina. Mul).mmad fed from 'he
br01h of One chickcn and. handful of dough all th.. hungry
~loslem hosl ...·hich wa, digging thc In::nch. Another 'raditio"
",,""ing Chr;,.·••xpericncc mak...\Iul",mma,l". a",...'Cr a. '0
how many ,im.. a Moslem .hould forgive hi' .lavc, ".....cnty
'imes

Anothcr de"i"" dc,'.loped '0 softcn 'h. rigidity of 1,1.m i.
;/tnd', Ihc con..n,u. of 'hc Moslem community. "'Myrommuni'y,"
Mul.!'mm.d r.portedly said in • h.dith, ",h.lI not 'gre<: on ."
...ror:· What ,hi••moun,ed to w•• legitimi,ing wh",c"cr public
opinion ace.p" and appro"es.•,·.n at ,he risk of ilS being .mi·
10....nie. In ,h••bo.n« 01 generally recogni<ed and unmed
(cnlT.) r.ligiou. authority. 'hc authorily of ijma pJoyed • <.I.,....
mining rol. in ..' 1.;tuations. hl.m. it 'hould be r.mcmbert<l.
i. a Jay r.ligion ·ilh no ord.ined prieslhootl. nO d.,i,,1 hier·
..,lIy .nd no sa'roments. II' ,hoolog;a".... learnt<l m'n. ''''.m,'·,



"1...,,, ...~o THI: "''''UN "'OIl'.O ,
"'h"", .u,hori'y parlaka of 'he na'ure of 'ha' 01 profnsors in a
un"·ersi'Y. Only one ""'I. ,he Shl'i'e. dev.loped a religiou. hier·
archy wi,h an ;m"", co.....ponding '0 a popt.

Through ijma ,he <ul, of ..int. WaS in,,""ueed by SufIS and
populorilal ,hroughou, the world of hl.m. Thi. cult. involving
ohrin.., pilgrirn'8". vow. and .urrounding ,he holy ptr",n wi,h
an aura 01 Divini,y mili'ated .g.ins' ,he "lOS, fundam.ntal pr.·
cep' of IsJam. the oneness 01 God. Only ,he modern Wahh~bi.of
Ar.bi. moe in .rms apinst i,. t'or .no,h.r univ.....Uy a""'pled
in"i'u,ion in Mam. circumcision. ,here i. no .u,hori'y ",h.r
,han ijma. The prac,i<e i. an an<;e", heathen one .Iev.ted by
"lam '0 a posi,ion parall.1 '0 b.p'ism ;n Christiani'y.

Und.r ,he imp'c, of ,he W..,. beginning wi,h ,h. nine,eenth
c.n'ul)'. Isl.m in .11 i,. a.pecu-econom;e. ooc;.t int.lIec'ual.
polilic.l. religiou.~ha.bttn subjected '0 moderniling. K<Oulari.·
ing inBoences ,hat ... rough, hi,h.rto unp."'J1eled t"''''form.'ion
in its '''oc'ure. The OllOm.n Turks und.r Must.fa Kem.1 en',
barked upon. policy of breaking en'irely wi,h ,h. p'" .nd
.cc.p'ing: fully .nd uncrilic.lly W.".rn in"ilu'ion. and Wa'.rn
nlun. Th. P.rsi.n. uod.r RNa Sh.h. Iriend .nd admirer of ,he
Turkish reform.r·leader. "'.mpted ••imil.r response '0 Wes,ern
impac'. bu, wi,h leu ,uccess. Qllom.n .xposure '0 ,he W..I h."
bttn longer in dora,ion .nd more .lfec,i,'. in ptepar..ion. Th•
.... r.bi.n. m.inlOio.d a cauliou•. ron..",.,iv••tti,ud....... cu..
IOdia", 01 ,h. holy places .nd pr....,....e.. of ,h. Irl.mic tr.di,iun
,hey could no, re.dily respond '0 stimuli ...odared ..'i,h Chri..
li.ni'y .nd Eurapt, The prople of ,he Arab Crescen,. from Egyp,
10 lra,£. lOOk • middl.-of·,hNo.d coune.• COurse ,hat brislled
...i,h difficulti... in",,"'ing rri,ic.1 appro.che$ '0 bo,h ,h. n.w
offering from ,h. Wes, a.....n a. ,he h.ritag. from ,he past and
Ihen reconciling who, is a=pted, In ,hi. Lebanon. wi,h in
Chri"i.n m.jori,y•• tradi,ion 01 liberali.m and W"'ern ori.n·
la,ion. led ,h. "'y. I' i. still ahead 01 its n.ighbon.

Usually when. retarded culture is confron,ed wilh an aw..•
si,'e, pr~i"e one. ,he =nomic .ystem i. ,he fin, '0 be
.l£e<led. In",,,lueing in'pro\"f'U ....'hod. of agricuhure. substi­
lU'ing m.... hin.ry lor h.ndworl in indu,,')' .nd u'ing trucl.
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and a...,omobil.., It.i"" and airplanes in pla« of c.m~b. donkeys
and mule. for .",rupon and rommunica,ion entail a me.....,. 01
,train On ;oguined habit' bu. nO ~iolC1l1 emotional u~,. In the
late nineteenth and ly ,,,·coli.,h .cnluri.. ,he emir. &Onomit
.ystem of ,h. NUT F " WI' reVOIUlionir...J.. Technology usually
Ie",cs I, ,h. entering wedge of progrelS.

5o<i.l change is ,Io_r and more difficuh; but 00« ••trand
from an [nlluding cullur. """"!rala into. recipient culture it
preparQ the way lor oIlier ..rand•. It invi.es them. Loyally to an
e."mdt<!, patriarchal family. ch.....ete,;.,;. of Mookm oo<i•• y.
could not t.. .b.ndontd in favor 01 loyalty 10' ,mall biologic.l
family. modeltd aher .he Weltern, without violent emotional
..",in; bu. ;1 hu been accompJi"'.d at lu.' among urban "'ul.....
Till. i. especially true 01 th""" .. ;th Western Or Weslemiu<!
tduc:a.ion, and this i. the group '0 which th. majori'y 01 pr...nt·
day Icad... of thought and auion belOflg. Not only w...h. oocial
unit-the family--o~nhaul"".but th. cntire "",ial .truCture, The
traditional Ncar E..tc:rn oocicty comprised ,wo main 01...... an
upper and. lo ..·.r. Bu, nOw.n cmc'llillJlthird da.. of up-,<><:I.t.
I• ...,..... 'cache... phy.id.n•. writen.nd bu.inc..",.n sandwiched
iudf betw..,n th. two and gradually absorbed th. pow.rlrom the
upper d .... Thit new dus w.. rc.;rui."" l"'llely from ,h. lower.

Such r.dic.1 coonomic .nd "",i.1 .randorm••ion could not

ha"e t.t.n plo.., wi,hout .10m. int.llectual prc-ronditioning.
Th.. w.. primarily ,b. ,""ult 01 educa,ion.1 wotk initi.."" by
Ca'holic .nd Pro'Q,.nt mi!.aionariQ. F",ncb. Brit;'h and Am.ri·
can, The ICCOnd hall 01 .he nincteen'h cen.ury wi.n....w .he
Q,.bliahm.nt of numberl... elemen,ary .nd K<:Ond.ry school.,
for boy. and lor girls, throughou, ,h...c•. On the higher 1.",,1
....ntion may be mad. 01 ,h. American University 01 Beirut.
founded in 1866, .nd Unh'cni,~ S.in.J....,ph of the sa_ ci'y,
lounded fif,een ye.rs I..... Th... we.. preceded by Qast al·'Aini,
....bliahed by Mutt.mmad 'Ali in Cairo under the l••dership of
• F..ncll phy>ician. TIl... uni~cniti.. were rc:spon.ibl. for inlJ'O.
ducing modem Ki ce. medicin., phannacy, law••ngitt«ring,
.gricultur. into .b ir••rc'. Native school" oollcgco .nd uni·
v.rsi,ies toOn followed. all paucrned .f'er Wes.ern model•. The
Ar.bic printing p",," w•• itllroduad again from ,h. West. m.t·
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Motlem banks thereupon. in lhe first lui! of 1M Iwcn,i,rth etn·
""'y. n>a<k ohclr ~Pl""''''n«: In £«JP' Ind 1'.1atlM. Their
bnnd~ h• ..., now .cached ~'cn s.oudi An.bia. The ko.anic all'
lhoriz.,iotl of wifc ph","l," a....~ • prorioo-"Ind i' yc lur
chat ~ Qnl'OC do i_itt ["" "" DUny] Ibm [only} OM··-..hidt.
;. _ uplaincd. makrs ~lPm7 dilinoh. if no! 'ml'O"ibie. In
Tun~ polW'" io now ,","'u.>lly banned: in £crpo i, ...ri<tly
limi<td..~. Bourwuit.'. 11~po., ~~. to lbolioh ,he
IDO'''''·...... bM. of Ramadin _ sucuso./ul. Rlre lOday illIw
IJIO<lnn tdua.1Cd ~loolem, lSick of «I1lin arcH, who h........
than one wile. Tht >'ril, _ Wftt lOld by 11OO<kn\iitl. _ in.
tendco;t oody for lb( Pmpho:f. wi.'a. I. io r:apid.ly diloappc:arinc in
such ,i,;" • Caito.~ and Illt&:ho1ad- l:rJ'pcilll poIi...
ria... 01 1961 ";11'. found konni< ancl hadith fWUC'" kIi';,
miline ,toe.i••"dali$( ICWilJ••ion includinl ""......1"'''' 01 pr;'"''
proper.y: but Saudi Ind ,'mom; politicians -.., ....t lld,inl in
~ p.cwi"l,hrco,"nry.

AI., ... aI00lM .....'KC for l«Of1d1i,. ,elision and >ci·
<"'c.~ "'COMSO! dly' with which ".wamuof Hyill' <Kllureo~
(Kor.n lOS' .....) pdL<:d the Abyo$ini.>n ann, '"acokins Meaa.~
year 0( Mul)ammad', birlh Wetl' sm.llpox ...... ptiom. T~ .ngel
",hieh "'MOle" .nd d""fO)-nl Smnacher,b', army lhrea":,,ing
1udah (h. 37:36). Ori"'.n exegel'" h••,<: bct:n expl.ining lOT'
long lime. d,d Ihe work 'hrough buboni<: pl.gu~. My ,he ..me
.ok~n lhe .e>'en daY' o( <tl"';on "'etl' m.de geologic ern. The
",f~renc~ in lhe Koran (2:211) 10 m'n ., ". ,uccnoor" '0 Cc>d 0"
e.rlh w., uKtl by lh~ (ounde, 0( .IN: Egyp'i.n modern,,, Khool,
M..b.mmad ·Abd.. (I8f9-1905).•, j .... ilying acceptance or ,h~

.h«>ry or (O,'olullon.
Il.iddlnl wi,h _ .. Iarin,,!!: shot&, ,he ....ri.h••hroup.o.ul •

..nilyins IOTc~ 01 i"'........ion.1 1$1.....nd hi.lN:no ( ~red

in... lnc: ble. 'ook iu la.. rn..ge in the ..,.Im of penonal ' ...
..i.h j itd ......... limited to such qucotiom as 'MH 01. iage.
divorc~. inMri..nc~. adoption. child",n anti orph Fin. among
1M MMm. .0 d~ i, f..- iu J>Of' won K.cmalio.
T ... b.. ...........IN: ......110 the T ..nioia followed. The f:uaily
<ode thry introdU«d in 1956 dilkn as radically froat ,he oItari.h
a> tht Tu,kiJh ""'"' docJ. In 1!lS1 £«ypt .boliohed .he miplu.
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H'Urt' and I'rooided ,hit all litiga,ion be conducted in ,he ordi·
nary <i,-il courts but under ,h. rele,"."t J"'l'SO".1 law. Rcligiou.
coUr! judges ""ere generally turb>.r>ed thrologia.." (;"il rourt
judges are ...".Ily g.-.d".te1 of modern l.w I<hool•.

or ,h. r.vc religiou. dulie. ",,,,,,ribW by the .hari.h p<rh'f>$
only one, the pro{Q.ion 01 (.i,h (Jh~Mdah) i. pucliced by a mod·
..."I",d Moslem. ~ucb. man does "'" o~,,·. ,he r,... ,bily ri,u.l
pr.y.... ,l~ not abst.in (rom food and drink through .,-cry day
of R.m.~.n.p.y. no ~gular .Im. (",k<lh) and h,nlly ""er un,I,,·
,ak.. a holy pilg<irn.ge.

Out of the deb.i. 0/ blam, in iu ,'uicd ••pecIS. left by the
onslaught of moderni,.,ion and ..cula.i... ,;".. , onl)' ,he rolig!<>u.
dogm.. 01 blam seem '0 have nncrged .Imoot imact. Til..., are,
the On(neM 01 God-lhe rne....ngenhip 01 Mub.mm.d_,hc holi·
neo> of the Koran_th. imnlOrtali'y of ,he .'>uI-tl~ judgmen, dal'
wi,h 'e...·.ro for ,he right..,u••nd puni.hmen, for ,he wi<k~.

Of.lI religion, lolam <omes ne.... ' '0 Chri"i.ni,y. When i,
fi".••ppear~ it .......ken for. here,ie.l seel. A,. m."er olla..
• MO$Im> rould ,ubo<ri~ '0 the Niccne C.~ with bu' few
r.....·ations--import.m though ,hey are-and I Chrio,;an could
do likewise wi,h reg.rd to [,I.mie do<trin.., Alien.. ion ~lw..n
'he ' ...·0 religion, wI> not, ,herelore, due to ideological differen'..
blll '0 «onomie ti,·.lry, milillry .ggression. poli,ic.l ronflie"
.nd other hi"",i..1 development$. Acti,'e I>os,ili,y began early
on ront.et with the Byuntin... was ;n..n.ifi~ wi,h ,he COn'lueOl
and occup.,ion 01 Spain. Sicily.•nd ",u,he.stn" Euetlpe. The
C,u..des. ,he m.nd.... and oth.r coloni.1 pu"u;u perpe'u..~
,he leud. Bu, ... the memory of ,h. paOl fader; .w.y .nd ,h. pros·
pUll of fu,ure .ggre..illn diminioh, llCeul..i"" lsl.m .nd modcm
Christi.ni,y will rLnd ,hemseh.. one. more drawn close, .ogethc•.
110,10 .id", would ,hen re.li.. mo,e and more th., ,he .re. in
whi<h ,hey.gree i. "a"ly more eaten,h'e than thl! in which ,hey
differ and ,hat they h.... 0... commOn enemy: godleo> un~li.1.




